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Re: Goalpost Safety

Following the recent tragic events at the beginning of this season involving the use of
portable goalposts, The Football Association of Wales (the “FAW") considers it
appropriate that all football clubs in Wales are provided with guidelines to ensure the
safe and correct use of goalposts at all times. Safety must always be of paramount
importance both when goalposts are being used for a match or training purposes,
and when not in use and are stored away.

| therefore wish to draw your attention to the following guidelines:-

y “Home-made” goalposts have been the cause of a number of injuries
and deaths. Goalposts that have been altered from their original size and
construction must not be used.

2, Portable goalposts not in use should be properly stored. They should
either be dismantled or removed to a place of secure storage, or placed
together and suitable fixings applied to prevent unauthorised use at any
time. Portable goalposts should only be left in place, properly secured, if
no method of safe storage is available.

3. Goalposts of any size (including those which are portable and not
installed permanently at a pitch or practice field) must always be
anchored securely to the ground as per the manufacturer’s instructions.
This is also a requirement of the Laws of the Game (Law 1). If not
properly assembled and secured, portable goalposts may overturn.

4, Under no circumstances should children or adults be allowed to climb
on, swing or play with the structure of the goalposts.
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5. All goalposts must be regularly inspected to ensure they are properly
maintained and continue to remain safe to be used.

6. Nets should not be secured by metal cup hooks. They may be secured
by plastic fixings, arrow head shaped plastic hooks or tape. Any metal
cup hooks should be removed and replaced. New goalposts should not
be purchased if they include metal cup hooks.

[{ It is unlikely that wooden goalposts will pass a load or stability test. It is
recommended that wooden goalposts should be replaced when
necessary with compliant metal, aluminium or plastic goalposts.

Please note there are two standards for goalposts — BSEN 748 (2004) and BS 8462
(2005 + A1 2009). It is strongly recommended that you ensure that all goalposts
purchased comply with the relevant standard. A Code of Practice BS 8461 (2005
+A1 2009) has also been completed and copies of these three standards can be
obtained from the British Standards Institution.

PLEASE REMEMBER TO USE GOALPOSTS SAFELY AT ALL TIMES
| am grateful to you for taking careful note of the above.

Yours faithfully
.
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Jonathan Ford
Chief Executive



